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St. Paul’s United Church of Christ, German Township
Church: 812-963-3394 Fax: 812-963-3447
Office Hours 9:00am-2:00pm Monday-Thursday

Church Staff

Pastor
Sunday School Superintendent & Minister of Youth
Accompanist
Choir Director
Nursery Attendant
Office Administrator & Bookkeeper
Custodian

President
Vice President
Secretary
Treasurer

Lynn Johnson
Donna Schmidt
Natalie Skeels
Keith Ahrens

Ron Tillman
Tony Steurer

812-457-1316
812-499-8860

Sound System, Bonnie Garwood

Pastor Terry Farmer
Jessica Minor
Rayna Brown
Noah Farmer
Kinsey Peralta
Norma Helm
Vickie White

Church Council
Janice Ricketts
Ron Tillman
Bonnie Garwood
Beth Gilles

Trustees

Gary Johnson
Randy Ricketts

David Wires
Myron Razor

812-459-0082
812-963-0924

812-602-3571
812-430-6326
812-449-7952
812-963-3394
812-963-3394
812-963-3394
812-963-3394

The Good Samaritan Home-812-476-4912
601 N. Boeke Road-Evansville, IN 47711
Aline Henze– Room 414-West Unit

Individuals At Home
NURSING/REHAB/RETIREMENT HOME
Holiday Retirement Village-812-429-0701
1200 W. Buena Vista-47710
Peggy Pingel-Apartment 113
Heritage Nursing Home –812-429-0700
Dorothy Hopple– Room 106
1201 W. Buena Vista-47710

Bettye Conley-10445 St. Wendel Road-Evansville, IN 47720
Bill Moad-5538 #6 School Road-Evansville, IN 47720
Marian Coghill-9701 Big Cynthiana Road-Evansville, IN
47720
Emaline Alexander-10490 Wilsey Road-New Harmony, IN
47631
Helen Johnson-8900 #6 School Road-Evansville, IN 47720
Geneva Johnson-5106 Orchard Road0Evansville, IN 47720
Please remember our members and friends of
St. Paul’s with a card, phone call, or visit.

Evansville Protestant Home-476-3360
3701 Washington Ave-Evansville, IN 47714
Karen Schaefer-23 South
North River Health Campus-812-876-7256
811 E. Baseline Road-Evansville, IN 47725
Don & Eva Lasher-Room 516
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Geneva Johnson
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Jason Nix
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Elaine Goebel

The men and women serving our country
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Jeff Garrison
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Morgan Bobbitt
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Linda Messel
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Daniel Weyer
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Shirley Tillman
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Carla Carter Wolfe
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Carla Lovell
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Lucas Bobbitt
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Emma Paul
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Becky Brammer
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Janet Johnson
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Jay Buente

9/15

Scott Yestingsmeier

9/28

Linda Marshall

Jonathon and Joshua Kelly -grandsons of Jim
& Joan Baughn & nephews of Leonard & Roberta
Lenfers
August Clarry - great– grandson of
Roland & Alice Garland
Jacob Toelle-great nephew of Deborah Schneider
Joseph Hale-grandson of Glenna Hale
Ryan Skeels-son of Charlie and Beth Skeels
Keelan Calvert and Gary Huggins– nephews
of Arthur & Ellie Lukenheimer
Ezekiel Townsend and crew of USS Alabamahusband of Paige Townsend
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LaVern Jones

9/30

Becky Deutsch

9/17

Megan Huck

9/30

Krista Nix

9/18

Shirley Besing

October 29 – November 5, 2022
Comfortable accommodations in the Mission House
Construction and non-construction jobs
Cost of $250 for shelter and materials and $50 for food
We hope you will prayerfully consider going on this trip!

To join this mission trip, contact:
Dee Carithers 812-483-3352 or dlcarithers@hotmail.com or
Brian Newton 812-455-5102 or bfignewton0717@gmail.com

IT’S NOT ALL NAILS AND PAINT!
Work campers going on our mission trip to Biloxi, should keep in mind
that this is a mission experience that goes beyond hammers and paint brushes!
Here are some ideas to provide a change of pace or to keep non-construction participants
busy:

MICAH DAY CENTER.
On Mondays, Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Fridays volunteers assist staff with serving the needs of
our homeless guests who come during the morning for showers, laundry, use of the telephone
and computer, and to sign up for other services offered.
Volunteers help run the laundry equipment, clean the showers between each use, and monitor
the supply room. In between tasks, you get a chance to chat with our guests, too!

FOOD PANTRY
This small room in our Administration Building is where we stock food items which
can be given to persons who stop in during the week for emergency assistance. Two
volunteers can help us restock shelves, keep them in order, sort for expiration
dates, and generally help with related tasks on Monday, Wednesday and Friday (911:30).

LOAVES & FISHES
Back Bay Mission has a long history with the Loaves & Fishes Soup Kitchen. Volunteers are needed
Monday thru Friday to assist with meal preparation, serving, and clean up. Volunteers must wear
long pants and if group includes anyone under the age of 18, must be accompanied by an adult.

AND, OF COURSE, all the skills and energy you can recruit for housing recovery
jobs: painting, dry wall, carpentry, roofing, cabinetry work, flooring – and other
tasks on your skill sheet.

October 22 9am Dream Center- CROP Walk
I have started a team for St. Paul's- you can join through this link: https://
events.crophungerwalk.org/2022/team/st-pauls-ucc-german-township or folks can see me and I'll register them

I have a "Count Your Blessings" calendar that starts on September 18th as a way for people to collect
change daily to go towards their CROP donation. You will find this calendar in the newsletter.

October 29 2-4 Trunk or Treat
Sign ups will be out the Sunday after Fall Festival for trunk spaces
Please bring in Candy donations the 2 weeks before Trunk or Treat

Thanks to everyone who pitched
in for Glenna. I spoke to her and
David afterwards, and they
greatly appreciated our
efforts. Thanks to Don and
Tony, who got a head start that
allowed the rest of us to wrap
everything up very quickly.

Dear Friends at St. Paul’s,
We wanted to thank you so much for your recent donation of $132.67 to Weekday Christian Education. We value your support more
than words can adequately describe. It’s because of wonderful friends like all of you that have made it possible for Weekday to
minister to the children in this community for 80 years! We praise and thank God for you.
We’re so excited to begin this new school year back in our mobile classrooms with our 3rd and 4th graders, and to continue the online
ministry to 5th graders. The Weekday office is a buzz of activity, as teachers, and assistants are joining the Weekday family, schedules
are being worked out and finalized, permission slips are being dropped off at each school to go home with the students, and so much
more! It fills our hearts with joy, as we eagerly anticipate seeing the way God works and moves in the hearts and lives of our students
this year. Thank you so much for being a vital part of that, and we ask that you would continue to keep Weekday, our staff and students in your prayers as we work thru all the final preparations and welcome our students back into our classrooms.

Blessings to you,
Daphne Owen, Development Specialist

Dear St. Paul’s
Thank you so much for your recent generous gift of $106.25. Your gift will help local families build strength, stability and
independence through affordable homeownership. Families in Evansville and Posey County and all over the world partner with
Habitat to build a place they can call home and, in turn, they help build stronger neighborhoods and communities. With every
dollar you donate, every hour you volunteer and every message of hope you share, you are standing up for your fellow neighbor.
You are making an impact by strengthening your community and the social fabric that binds us together.
With your gift you are affirming the belief that everyone, everywhere, deserves a decent place to live.
Your gift could not have come at a better time. Right now, there are hardworking, low-income families in our area who are in
desperate need of a decent and affordable place to live. That’s why we have an ambitious goal to build 24 home in 2022!
Thank you for helping more families help themselves by supporting Habitat for Humanity of Evansville!

Sincerely,
Denise Greenwell
Board Member

Dear Friends at St. Paul UCC,
Thank You! Your generosity is helping 200 people a day who are homeless, hungry, and hurting. Your compassion is helping people
received acceptance, rediscover their strength and rebuild their lives. Your unconditional love brings comfort and joy to those in need by
empowering them toward stability and success. Your continued support is important and appreciated.
Thank you for your donation in the amount of $132.67
You are helping UCS provide the basic needs of life– food, clothing, safety, and shelter. You are helping people received the necessities
they need to flourish– healing, hope, and housing. In 2021, nearly 3,000 people were served thanks to your mission partnership with UCS.
Together, we will ensure 2022 is another year of positivity and possibility in our community.
Together, we will prevent and end homelessness.
Sincerely,
Jason Emmerson
Executive Director.

I would like to see strong attendance by Council members for the Confirmation Service this
coming Sunday.
I will give an update on several new developments regarding my ordination.
I would like to collect feedback on a mid-week Bible Study option I would like to offer.
Building Renovation: Lynn Johnson
Parsonage sale went well. The plumber expense was around $1,750. It was $275 for termite
treatment to garage
• Hafer prepared alternate renovation plans that include bathrooms on the sanctuary level,
and an indoor ramp in lieu of elevator.
•

Head Trustee Report: Ron Tillman
The air conditioner in the foyer is fixed
• The freezer has been fixed again
• We are getting bids for a 15x30 foot pole barn for mower storage that will be located by the
Scout barn.
•

VP Report: Donna Schmidt
•

Existing playground funds: Burgoo- $10,045.30, Spring sale $7,703.56, Spring bazaar
$3,831.66, Donations $1,500.00
Total $23,080.52

Janice:
•

Outdoor movie night is July 15. The movie is Air Bud. We are having the area sprayed for
bugs ahead of time. We will have some games and free food before the movie starts.

Meeting adjourned at 7:58pm
********************************************************************************************

“Can you help out with funeral meals?
The Church Council is looking to expand the group of volunteers who are willing to work on funeral
meals for members so that this can be done more efficiently and regularly. If you are willing to
serve on a team (we hope to have more than one so that this work can be spread out more
equitably), please let Bonnie Garwood know. She has agreed to compile a list of volunteers. Once
we have our pool of volunteers pulled together, more information will be forthcoming regarding the
reorganization of our capability to offer these meals to those member families who would like to
have a meal at the church in connection with services.”

St. Paul’s UCC German Township
Church Council Meeting
June 23, 2022

Present: Lynn Johnson, Donna Schmidt, Terry Farmer, Natalie Skeels, Ron Tillman, Bonnie Garwood, Beth
Gilles, Janice Ricketts, Myron Razor
Lynn opened in prayer.
Secretary’s Report: Natalie Skeels

Janice made a motion to approve the minutes, Myron seconded. Motion passed.
Treasurer’s Report: Keith Ahrens
Income: $23,855.33

General Fund: $227,917.20

Expenses: $25,551.58

Capital Fund: $666,097.61

Pastor’s Report: Terry Farmer
Since the date of my last report, April 27, 2022, I have spent significant time on the following:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Worship planning, the 3M, and the study window
Choir
Progress on ordination requirements
Confirmation
Haynes funeral
Building project matters
Parsonage sale matters
ETSA clergy circle
Vacation
Cemetery issues
ETSA Spring meeting—I was elected as Vice President of the Association
ETSA Association matters
Counseling sessions, member contacts, and discussions with prospective members

Linda Steurer has given notice of resignation effective August 1. I want to express my deep appreciation
for her work while on staff and her extending her time with us through July. I would like to discuss
this at our meeting.
I will be attending the World Mission Conference in Green Lake WI July 4 through July 8.
Vacation Bible School will be July 11 -14 outdoors in the evening.
A family film night is scheduled for July 15.

(continue)

September 4-Gladys Ludwig
September 11-Dave Henze
September 18-Erin Johnston
September 25-Becky Brammer
Thank you for volunteering!

September 4

13th Sunday after Pentecost & Communion Sunday

Message

Hidden Costs

Scripture

Luke 14: 25-33

September 11

14th Sunday after Pentecost

Message

Sweating the Small Stuff

Scripture

Luke 15: 1-10

September 18

15th Sunday after Pentecost

Message

Cooking the Books

Scripture

Luke 16:1-13

September 25

16th Sunday after Pentecost

Message

Before It’s Too Late

Scripture

Luke 16: 19-31

September 27,2022
5:30pm

St Paul’s United Church of Christ
FINANCIAL REPORT

Did you know?

June 2022
Income
Contributions
Other Income

Total Income
Expenses
Payroll & Benefits
Administrative Expenses
Church Property Maintenance
Evangelism
Outreach & Missions
Nurture & Discipleship
Worship & Church Renewal
Congregational Life
Total
Expenses

We Accept E-Giving!
14,610.00
10,090.30

24,700.30
10,454.21
1,285.39
6,961.77
852.60
1,693.12
832.96
0.00
110.00
22,190.05

Use a checking account, savings
account, debit or credit card to
quickly and easily make your
secure one-time or recurring
(weekly or monthly) donation.
Automating your donations
permits uninterrupted giving in
the event of vacations, illness or
inclement weather closure.
Call Norma in the church office
for more information.

St. Paul’s News
stpaulgtchurch@gmail.com / www.stpaulsgermantownhip.org / Find us on Facebook St. Paul’s UCC German Township

My Study Window
Study Window for September 2022
Looking out my study window I am thinking about prayer.
There are a lot of books out there that purport to help us be better at prayer. Some are very good. Some are pretty shallow. But
all address our need to continue to work harder at improving our prayer lives.
All throughout the Hebrew Bible and the New Testament, there are examples of people of faith being faithful in prayer.
Sometimes it is a last, desperate thing someone can think to do when things are going very badly. Other places, there are
examples of prayers of great joy and thankfulness. Jesus even took the time to leave us with a “sample” prayer that we use
frequently as part of our liturgical practice in worship. And of course, that sometimes results in a silly tussle over debts vs.
trespasses. (We use debts at St. Paul’s. However, I think trespasses, in its classic meaning, is a bit more descriptive of what
Jesus was getting at—at least in English.)
At the risk of adding to the mountain of suggestions available for improving prayer life, I thought I would make some
suggestions for all of us to consider as we assess our individual prayer lives. Here they are in no particular order of importance.
1.

2.

3.
4.

5.

6.

7.

Keep a prayer list. How many times have we promised to keep someone in our prayers or have said that we are praying for
them and promptly forgot? I know I have been guilty of this. By keeping an actual list, we can be more faithful and more
systematic in lifting to God the things that are important to us.
Pray the news. If we are honest, the news is exhausting. And since there are soooo many news outlets today that are
available on all devices, it is hard to keep track of the need in the world. Praying for those suffering from natural disasters,
war, disease, drought, famine and the like—all around the world—helps us to shift our focus away from our small portion of
the planet to see the Earth more the way that God does. God sees the world God made in its entirety and cares for it deeply.
Say what you need to say. Face it, God knows already. But saying it puts it out there for God to help us with it. And our God
is big enough and gracious enough to hear anything you are feeling, facing, needing help with, doubting, or are angry about.
We are all prone to go to God when we need something. And that is Biblically based and totally ok. But we might not be as
good about going to God simply to give thanks. The more we engage in prayers of gratitude, the sharper our eyes become to
seeing the abundant blessings in our lives. Any type of observation becomes better with practice. Blessing-spotting is no
different. Except…it will also brighten our spirits and help us to have a more positive and generous attitude.
Set a time aside each day for prayer. Sure, we could pray at each stop light we hit, sort of like some drinking game from the
tv show Cheers. But if prayer is to be important in changing lives, it needs a place in our daily routine. Where might we find
a place in our schedules to talk with God?
Isaiah 51: 1 says “Listen to me, you that pursue righteousness.” Note the word listen! Have you ever encountered someone
who will not stop talking long enough for you to get a word in edgewise? (No names, please!) They might be asking you for
your opinion on a matter and before you can respond, they are busy telling you what your opinion is. That may be how God
feels when we regard prayer only as us talking to God. We might be guilty (well, I know that I sometimes am) of piling on so
many words in the time that we have available that when we finish talking—that’s it. That is all we allow to happen. Truly
effective and deeply affecting prayer needs to leave room for listening. Leaving space for God to speak to us. This takes
intentionality and, frankly, time. It also takes an openness to hear God’s word in ways we might not expect. Listening for
God is a bit like tuning a radio as you travel on vacation. You turn the dial listening for a voice among the static, the signal
in the noise. When you finally get it, as you keep driving, the static begins to return, or you may hear another station bleed
through and start drowning out the voice you wanted to hear. Then you have to start the process over again. Ditto listening
for God.
Finally, before you begin any prayer, take a deep breath and then another. Center yourself for an important and lifegiving
conversation. It will be one of the most important things you do today. Recognize that. Feel the weight and savor the
moment.

I hope you find something in these suggestions that is of value to you. For my part, I will mark my prayer list to pray that each
of you might find what you need to hear and might say what you need to say as you speak with your God in the days ahead.
Blessings.
Pastor Terry

