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2023 

St. Paul’s United Church of Christ, German Township 
Church: 812-963-3394   Fax: 812-963-3447 
Office Hours 9:00am-2:00pm Monday-Thursday 
 
 
 

Church Staff 
Pastor        Reverend Terry Farmer     812-602-3571 
Sunday School Superintendent & Minister of Youth Jessica Minor   812-430-6326 
Accompanist       Rayna Brown   812-449-7952  
Choir Director      Noah Farmer   812-963-3394 
Nursery Attendant      Kinsey Peralta   812-963-3394  
Office Administrator & Bookkeeper   Norma Helm   812-963-3394 
Custodian       Vickie White   812-963-3394 
 

Church Council 
President  Lynn Johnson  Janice Ricketts  David Wires 
Vice President Donna Schmidt  Ron Tillman  Myron Razor 
Secretary  Natalie Skeels  Bonnie Garwood    
Treasurer  Keith Ahrens  Beth Gilles   
 

Trustees 
Ron Tillman  812-457-1316  Tony Steurer 812-499-8860 
Gary Johnson  812-459-0082  Randy Ricketts 812-963-0924 
   
 
Sound System, Bonnie Garwood 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The men and women serving our country 
 
Jonathon and Joshua Kelly -grandsons of Jim 
& Joan Baughn & nephews of Leonard & Roberta 
Lenfers 
August Clarry - great– grandson of 
Roland & Alice Garland 
Jacob Toelle-great nephew of Deborah      
Schneider 
Joseph Hale-grandson of Glenna Hale                             
Ryan Skeels-son of Charlie and Beth Skeels 
Keelan Calvert and Gary Huggins– nephews 
of Arthur &  Ellie Lukenheimer 
 

 

Individuals At Home 
 
Bettye Conley-10445 St. Wendel Road-Evansville, IN  47720 
Bill Moad-5538 #6 School Road-Evansville, IN  47720 
Marian Coghill-9701 Big Cynthiana Road-Evansville, IN  
47720 
Emaline Alexander-10490 Wilsey Road-New Harmony, IN  
47631 
Helen Johnson-8900 #6 School Road– Evansville, IN  47720 
Geneva Johnson-5106 Orchard Road– Evansville, IN  47720
  
Please remember our members and friends of 
St. Paul’s with a card, phone call, or visit. 

NURSING/REHAB/RETIREMENT HOME  
 
Holiday Retirement Village-812-429-0701 
1200 W. Buena Vista-47710 
Peggy Pingel-Apartment 113 
 
Heritage Nursing Home-812-429-0700 
1201 W. Buena Vista –47710          
Dorothy Hopple-Room 106 
 
Evansville Protestant Home-476-3360 
3701 Washington Ave-Evansville, IN  47714 
Karen Schaefer-23 South 
 
North River Health Campus-812-876-7256 
811 E. Baseline Road-Evansville, IN  47725 
Don & Eva Lasher-Room 516 

1/1 Kenny Brown 1/19 Noah Farmer 

1/5 Nick Tieken 1/20 Brody Carr 

1/6 Bob Harker 1/24 Brayden Flick 

1/7 Richard Mussard 1/24 Susan Johnson 

1/7 Don Steurer 1/25 Ken Jones 

1/8 Barry Bickel 1/26 Rayna Brown 

1/9 Susan Henze 1/28 Tom Guinn 

1/10 Charlotte Gerst 1/28 Michael Johnson 

1/10 Amber Garrison 1/30 Russell Jones 

1/11 Kim Ahrens 1/30 Beth Lovell 

1/13 Tyler Ricketts 1/31 Chris Conley 

1/18 Jordan Stinnett   

1/18 Elaine Flick   



 
 



There will be a Congregational 

Meeting following the January 8th 

service to vote on the plans that 

were presented on November 13th. 

 

Family Chilly Chili  Movie Night 

 

5:30pm 

 

Soup, Sandwiches, Dessert and Drinks 

 

Everyone Welcomed!!! 

January 15  

after  

Sunday Morning Worship 

Men’s Ministry 

January 24,  

5:30pm 



Do we have your up-to-date contact information?  As you know 

we  increasingly use electronic technology to  communicate 

with our members.  And this means we use several different 

lists to send out our information.  We use the emailing list that 

allows you to receive the 3M and to also distribute the worship 

links each Sunday.  

 

We use an automatic calling service to make more urgent                

announcements that cannot wait for, or are not  necessarily 

well suited for a mailed notice.  

 

We use a different email list to send out prayer requests to 

those of you who have let us know that you are willing to be 

part of our prayer team that responds to urgent requests.  And 

finally, we us the U.S. Mail for our monthly newsletter.   

 

If you have changed your phone number, email address or 

physical address, you might miss out. So, if you make a 

change (including dropping your landline phone), take a      

moment and let Norma know. Then we can adjust our records 

and keep you up to date. 

 

January 1 First Sunday after Christmas and Communion Sunday 

Message Still Trying to Kill Him 

Scripture Matthew 2:13-23 

January 8 Sunday of the Epiphany 

Message The Wisdom of Church People 

Scripture Luke 2:22-40 

January 15 Second Sunday after Epiphany 

Message These are the Waters of Baptism 

Scripture Matthew 3:13-17 

January 22 Third Sunday after Epiphany 

Message It Can Be Polite to Point 

Scripture John 1:29-42 

January 29 Fourth Sunday after Epiphany 

Message A Sermon Without Words 

Scripture 1 Corintians1:10-18 

 

Did you know? 

We Accept E-Giving! 

Use a checking account, savings 

account, debit or credit card to 

quickly and easily make your    

secure one-time or recurring 

(weekly or monthly) donation. 

Automating your donations     

permits uninterrupted giving in 

the event of  vacations, illness or 

inclement weather closure. 

Call Norma in the church office 

for more  information.  

Sunday Service is now livestreamed 

at 10am.  We will still send out the 

email link post to Facebook and on 

the website later in the day on      

Sunday.  But you can subscribe to 

our YouTube channel or just find us 

on YouTube if you do not wish to wait 

for the link to be made available in 

one of these other ways. If you have 

any questions please feel free to call 

the office.  



stpaulgtchurch@gmail.com  /   www.stpaulsgermantownhip.org  /   Find us on Facebook St. Paul’s UCC German Township 

Study Window for January 2023 

Looking out my study window I am thinking about how daunting the gift of a new year can be.  

Most of you know I have spent more years practicing law than being a pastor. (I know this example will temp all to start the  

lawyer jokes, but please stay with me—at least for a few minutes!)  To meet the demands of the high overhead of a legal practice, 

it is necessary to keep a close eye on billable hours. When I first started practicing, to meet our annual personal budgets, it was 

necessary to skimp on vacations, to return to the office frequently after dinner, and to work most Saturdays. While we were 

monitored all year long to be sure we were on pace, there was a certain satisfaction at the end of the year if we had met or       

exceeded our duty to the firm for the year. But then came January 1st. And if we checked our production for the year at that 

time, there was a big fat zero next to a great big budget number. The first day of the year could be quite depressing thinking 

about the challenges of meeting our obligations in the new year. 

I'm not telling this story as my version of “walking to school in the snow, uphill both ways”. But I am reminded by that            

experience that the “blank slate” of a new year is both a gift and an enormous challenge. With the new year, God has given us the 

gift of a new opportunity to serve God's purposes in the world. And fortunately, we are not really starting from scratch. In the 

case of St. Paul's, we will build on a good spirit in worship and fellowship. We will build on the hard work of many committed 

volunteers. We will build on the legacy that this historic church provides. And we may build on the hard work that has been 

done planning for improvements to our building that would allow us to better meet the needs of ministry in this day and time.  

But going forward into the future can be both frightening and hard work.  I am reminded of the Israelites standing in front of the 

Jordan River as recounted in the third chapter of the book of Joshua. God had been leading the Israelites from Egypt to the 

Promised Land, first under the leadership of Moses and then under the leadership of Joshua. Eventually they came to the      

Jordan river which the Bible tells us was in full flood at the time. Then God instructed the Israelites to cross the Jordan carrying 

in the front of the column, the Ark of the Covenant. 

From my office downtown, I can see the Ohio River. And as I am writing this, we are still in the midst of an unusually bitter cold 

December with snow on the ground and gray skies. The idea of crossing the Ohio in today’s weather conditions is quite         

overwhelming. The thought of setting foot into that cold water, the current, and the distance involved all make me want to stay 

right where I am, warm and dry, and not move on to the other side. I am pretty sure the Israelites felt much the same way     

looking at the river facing them--in full flood--and wondering how in the world they would get across. Of course, God made   

provision. When the priests who were carrying the Ark of the Covenant set foot in the water at the edge, the river parted.  The 

waters above and below stayed back so that the Israelites could cross safely and with dry feet. 

I wish I had a crystal ball that would let me know what challenges and opportunities St. Paul’s will have in the new year. But the 

fact is I don't. At this moment, I am not sure what the Congregation’s pleasure will be relative to improving the building. I don't 

know what the cost will be if it is decided to move the work forward to the next step. Will we ultimately be able to do all we wish 

to do? But I am glad that the challenge has been placed before us so that we can discern what we are capable of doing and, most 

importantly, to discern what God would have us do in these days.  

In addition to matters concerning the building, we will also continue to be challenged in other ways.  By the need to become  

better at ministering to aging members.  The need to understand how we can minister to a community that is increasingly       

disinclined to set foot in a church. How to blend in-person and online worship and educational ministries into a successful and 

cohesive whole.  Finding new ways to teach the gospel to children who will come to us for events but rarely come for regular 

worship.  And there are certainly others.  But as we are face these challenges, I pray that we do it with a sense of purpose and 

optimism. 

Here are words of encouragement I extend to all of us in this new year of 2023:   

Remember that faith does not make things easy-- it just makes them possible.  

Let us have the wisdom and the courage to overcome the challenges that God places in our path and to take hold of each         

opportunity to do God's will in this new “blank slate” known as 2023. 

May the grace of Jesus fall upon all of us as we seek to do his will. 

Pastor Terry 

                  St. Paul’s News 


